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Professor Shannon Flowers 
Email: sflowers@coker.edu 
Office Location: 2nd floor, Student Solution Center 

The Course 

SOC 102 – 01: American Social Problems 

This course examines contemporary social problems in the United States and their 
implications for society and individuals. Issues explored include race and ethnic relations, 
inequality, population, the environment, crime, sexism and others. This course invites 
students to become involved in their community, engage in problem solving, and build an 
understanding toward complex community relationships. 

Pillar: Service 

Objectives 

The successful student will be able to: 

1. Describe and understand the basic theoretical approaches applied to social problems.

2. Identify social problems and offer analysis on the core reasons the issue has developed.

3. Evaluate social problems from d iffering viewpoints and perspectives and identify the
strengths and flaws of each stance.

4. Understand how social problems and their processes interacts with, and can maintain,
social inequalities in society.

5. Engage in ideas related to community action and improvement.

Text:

Kendi, I. X. (2019). How to be an antiracist. New York, NY: One World.

Other weekly readings will be provided directly through Blackboard.

mailto:sflowers@coker.edu
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Assignments and Course Grading 

There will be discussion posts, quizzes, brief assignments, and a final reflective essay. 

Discussion Posts 25% 
Weekly Assignments 25% 

Weekly Quizzes   25% 
Final Exam 25% 

Final grades are listed as follows: A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F below 60. 

Due Dates for Weekly Modules and Late Policy 
All work submitted to your instructor is due no later than Sunday at 11:59pm of the 
designated week, except initial discussion posts, which are due on Wednesdays by 11:59pm. 
This is so others can respond to your post by Sundays. Late assignments will lose 20% 
of the grade if submitted within one week of the deadline. No work is accepted after 
that week, as it is essential that students keep up with the course material. 

Discussions- There will be weekly discussions. Sometimes they will be written and some 
will be video discussions through Flipgrid. With the exception of Week 1, your intial posts 
are due on Wednesday and responses are due on Sunday.

Quizzes 
There will be four quizzes. They consist of multiple-choice questions. All quizzes are open 
note, open book, and timed. Students should be successful in completing quizzes accurately 
by reading and reviewing weekly materials posted. This is an online course. No paper 
quizzes will be given. 

Assignments 
There are 5 assignments that should help the student to reinforce material learned during 
the week. It is of great importance that assignments are well-written and carefully reviewed 
before submission. 

Reflective Essay 
Students are required to read Kendi's How to be an antiracist during this course. During 
the last week a reflective 1000 word essay based on provided discussion questions will be 
due. papers should be Times New Roman 12-point font, double-spaced. Since the essay is a 
personal reflection based on Kendi's book outside sources are not required.
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Attendance and Online Expectations 

1. Visit the course site a minimum of two days per calendar week.
2. Review all assigned readings and other course related documents.
3. Participate in classroom discussion posts.
4. Be respectful of the opinions of others. We all have different viewpoints and experiences

that shape our opinions. I will not tolerate disrespect to anyone.
5. Submit all work in a timely manner.
6. Complete all course work on your own unless otherwise instructed.

There are no acceptable excuses for missing quizzes or assignments because they will be 
posted on Blackboard. If you stop logging-in to my class without notifying me and stop 
completing assignments, I will not allow you to make them up and you will fail this class. 
Incompletes are only for extraordinary situations. 

College Polices 
Attendance Verification: Students must academically participate each week to be 
considered present in an online course. If a student does not attend academically they may 
be removed from the course roster and subject to federal financial aid penalties.

Disabilit y Assistance 
Reasonable accommodations will be provided for qualified students with documented 
physical, sensory, learning or psychiatric disabilities that require assistance to fully 
participate in this class. If a student has a disability that will likely need some 
accommodation by the instructor, the student should contact Robin Richardson in the 
Learning Support Services Office (ext 8021, rrichardson@coker.edu) to provide the 
necessary documentation. No accommodations can be made without documentation from 
LLS. The student is solely responsible for contacting Robin Richardson. 

Academic Honesty 
The College policy on academic dishonesty from the Student Handbook is quoted below: 

Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, cheating, or failing to appropriately cite sources. 
Any form of academic dishonesty is wholly incompatible with the Coker University Student 
Covenant, the Mission of the University, and generally understood standards of ethical 
academic behavior. Academic dishonesty is among the most serious of violations that might 
be committed at the University; for that reason, penalties for academic dishonesty may 
include suspension or expulsion from the University. 

Cheating: A student is guilty of cheating when he/she wrongfully gives, takes, or receives 
unauthorized assistance or information in the preparation of academic work to be 
submitted for course credit, or in fulfillment of a University regulation. 
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Plagiarism: A student is guilty of plagiarism when he/she submits work purporting to be 
his/her own, but which in fact, borrows ideas, organization, wording, or anything else 
from other sources — a published article, a chapter of a book, a friend’s paper, etc. — 
without appropriate source acknowledgment. 
Plagiarism, as a form of cheating, also includes employing or allowing another person to 
alter or revise the academic work the student submits as his/her own. Students may 
generally discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but the 
actual work must be done by the student alone. When an assignment involves research 
with outside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what 
they are, and where and how he/she has employed them. 

Students should contact their instructors for the specific standards and methods that may 
apply to individual academic assignments or courses. The information above should serve 
only as a general guideline for acknowledgment of sources at the University. 

Professor Flowers will give a grade of 0 for any work submitted that can be classified as 
cheating and/or plaigarism and reserves the right to assign a failing grade for the course 
or involve Student Conduct depending on the severity of the incident.

Technology Requirements and Liberal Arts Core Skills This course requires: word 

processing and internet usage skills. All course content is available via Blackboard.
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Week 1: What are Social Problems?
Flipgrid Discussion
Assignment 1
Read through Chapter 1 in How to be an antiracist

Week 2: Economic and Political Power/Ageism
Discussion 2
Assignment 2
Wk 2 Quiz
Read through Chapter 3 in How to be an antiracist

Week 3: Poverty/Families
Discussion 3
Assignment 3
Wk 3 Quiz
Read through Chapter 8 in How to be an antiracist

Week 4: Gender & Sexuality/Race & Ethnicity/Prostitution & The Sex Trade
Discussion 4
Assignment 4
Wk 4 Quiz
Read through Chapter 12 in How to be an antiracist

Week 5: Crime & Delinquency/Alcohol and Other Drugs
Discussion 5
Assignment 5
Wk 5 Quiz
Read through Chapter 17 in How to be an antiracist

Week 6: Social Change
    Finish How to be an antiracist
    Reflective Essay Assignment 
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